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Executive summary

Trade is a central pillar of Egypt’s economic development

Non-tariff measures’ increase in importance

ITC interviewed 869 Egyptian exporters and importers on their experiences with NTMs

Nearly 40% of companies are affected by regulatory and procedural trade obstacles

Egypt_NTM-Report_2016_Hi-res.pdf   11 5/2/2016   3:50:45 PM



Exporters report many problems with regulations applied by trade agreement partners

Agri-food exports are more affected than manufacturing exports

For importers, conformity assessments, charges and taxes top the list of challenging measures
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Inefficient administrative procedures and infrastructural challenges increase the difficulty to 
comply with NTMs

Zooming in on the agri-food sector

Agri-food exporters struggle with strict tolerance limits in Europe and labelling requirements in 
Arab States
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Agri-food products are also subject to inspections, both for exports and imports

Zooming in on the manufacturing sector

Rules of origin and related certification stand out as biggest problem for manufacturing exports
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Manufacturing exporters also cite challenges related to export licences required by Egypt 
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For imports, the quality certificate required for industrial imports from China poses problems

In conclusion: implement trade agreements, increase transparency of regulations and procedures, 
and clarify rules of origin
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Introduction

The growing role of non-tariff measures in trade 

Non-tariff measures and other obstacles to trade 

Ibid.
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Why are company perspectives important?
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Chapter 1 Trade and trade policy overview of Egypt

Economic situation  

At a glance

Important macroeconomic indicators
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Sectors’ contribution to GDP and employment

Figure 1. Sectors’ contribution to GDP and employment, 2008

Source:

Trade patterns

Development of commodity trade
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Figure 2. Total Egyptian exports, imports and trade balance (2001-2010), in US$ billion

Source:

Composition of commodity trade
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Figure 3. Egypt’s exports and imports by sector, 2010 (in US$ million)

Source:

Structure of exports by destination

Table 1. List of top 10 importing countries from Egypt, 2001 versus 2010

Importing 
countries

Export value 
in US$ 

million, 2001
Share in 

exports (%)
Importing 
countries

Export value 
in US$ 

million, 2010
Share in 

exports (%)

Source:
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Figure 4. Major export destinations of Egypt by preferential trading partners, 2010

Source:
Note:

Table 2. Trade and market diversification of Egypt’s exports to major markets

Major markets for 
manufacturing

Egypt’s
manufacturing 

exports

Diversification
95% of trade 

value 
concentrated 
on

Major markets for 
agriculture

Egypt’s
agricultural 

exports

Diversification
95% of trade 

value 
concentrated on 

Year US$ 
million

HS 2-
digit

HS 6-
digit Year US$ 

million
HS 2-
digit

HS 6-
digit

Source
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Trade Policy

Trade laws and regulations

Multilateral trading system and preferential trade arrangements
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Table 3. Egypt’s preferential trade arrangements

Preferential trade 
arrangements WTO member states Signature date Date of entry into 

force

Source

Egypt_NTM-Report_2016_Hi-res.pdf   29 5/2/2016   3:50:45 PM



Arab trade integration27

The Barcelona process
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Economic cooperation with Africa

Trade relations with the United States

Tariff structure
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For agricultural commodities

For manufactured goods
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Table 4. Applied tariffs and preferences granted by major importing partners

Major markets

Bilateral 
imports Average MFN duty of

traded tariff lines
Preferential 

margin 
(eligible)b/

Duty-free 
imports

Year US$ 
million

Tariff 
lines 
(% of 
total) 

Value 
(% of 
total) Simple Weighted a/ Weighted a/

Agriculture

Manufacturing

Source

Non-tariff measures applied by Egypt
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National trade and development strategies

Export promotion framework and infrastructure
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Industrial development and export promotion strategies
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Figure 5. Egyptian non-oil export targets as set by the 2013 export promotion strategy, in EGP 
billion

Source
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Chapter 2 Non-Tariff Measures Survey in Egypt 

Survey implementation

Process and modalities

Sample frame and selection strategy
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Survey coverage

Figure 6. Number of exporters and importers interviewed

Source

Telephone interviews
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Table 5. Results for the telephone interview attempts

Share in total

Source

Face-to-face interviews

Figure 7. Willingness to participate in face-to-face interviews among the companies that 
indicated difficulties with NTMs during telephone interviews

Source
Note
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Table 6. Positions of the face-to-face interviewees

Positions of respondents Number of respondents

Total 189
Source

Implementation challenges

Survey coverage
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Figure 8. Distribution of exporters by sector

Source
Note

Population of  exporting companies 
(business register)

n = 2,419 n = 719 n = 163

Telephone interviews Face-to-face interviews 
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Table 7. Survey coverage in value terms based on products reported during face-to-face 
interviews

Measures applied by Egypt

Total 17,226,762 5,296,818 30.7%

Total 44,401,115 8,210,614 18.5%
Measures applied by partner countries

Total 16,334,677 3,056,538 18.7%

Total 41,018,498 2,903,933 7.1%

Notes

Table 8. Definition of micro, small and medium-sized manufacturing enterprises
Micro companies:

Small companies:

Medium-sized companies:

Larger companies:

Source
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Figure 9. Distribuition of exporters and importers by size

Source

Business register

n = 3,022 n = 869 n = 189

Face-to-face interviews Telephone interviews 
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Chapter 3 Survey results: companies’ experiences with NTMs

Aggregate results and cross-cutting issues

Table 9. Companies affected by restrictive regulations or other obstacles to trade, based on 
telephone interview results

Company 
type Sector

Number of 
companies that face 

restrictive 
regulations or other 
obstacles to trade

Number of 
companies 

interviewed by 
telephone 

Share of companies 
facing restrictive 

regulations or 
obstacles to trade

Subtotal 264 719 36.7%

Subtotal 216 630 34.3%
Total 331 869 38.1%

Source
Notes

Characteristics of affected exporting companies
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Figure 10. Characteristics of exporting companies interviewed face-to-face

n = 163 (126 exporting & importing companies + 37 exporting companies)

Source

(a) Company type (b) Company experience

(c) Company ownership (d) Responsibility of operations

(e) Company size (f) Share of exports in total sales
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Types of reported problems

The exporters’ perspective
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Table 10. Problems reported by exporters in face-to-face interviews

NTM cases 
Number of 
procedural 
obstacles
related to 

NTMs

Cases
regarding the 
trade-related 

business 
environment

(Not related to 
NTMs)O

nl
y 

N
TM

s 
ar

e 
bu

rd
en

so
m

e

N
TM

s 
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rd
en
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al
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s
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e 
bu
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m

e

Su
bt

ot
al

Total 412 345 301 1,058 836 150
Source

The importers’ perspective

Table 11. Imports survey results by main problem category

Reported cases 
during face-to-face 

interviews

NTM cases 

Number of 
procedural 
obstacles

related to NTMs

Cases 
regarding 
the trade-

related 
business 

environment 
(Not related 

to NTMs)O
nl

y 
N

TM
s 

ar
e 
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rd

en
so

m
e

N
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Total 86 105 162 353 459 73
Source
Note

Affected sectors

Export sectors
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Table 12. Affectedness and number of reported trade obstacles, by export sector

Main export sector

Export 
value in 

2010

Share in 
total 

non-oil
exports, 

2010

Number of 
exporters

interviewed 
by 

telephone

Share of 
exporters

facing 
burdensome 

NTMs 

Number of 
reported 

NTM cases 

Number of 
reported 

procedural 
obstacles  

Agri-food exports

Manufacturing exports

Total non-oil exports 18,330,470 100% 696 37% 1,058 836
Source
Notes

Import sectors
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Table 13. Affectedness and number of reported trade obstacles, by import sector

Main import sector 

Import 
value in 

2010
Share in 

total 
non-oil
imports

Number of 
importers 

interviewed 
by 

telephone

Share of 
importers

facing 
burdensome 

NTMs   

Number of 
reported 

NTM 
cases 

) 

Number of 
reported 

procedural 
obstacles

Agri-food imports

Manufacturing imports

Total non-oil imports 44,468,909 100% 355 45% 353 459
Source
Notes

Affected trade values
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Table 14. Affected trade value based on products reported during face-to-face interviews

Trade 
Flow Sector 

Measures applied by Egypt Measures applied by partner 
countries

Evaluated 
trade flows 

to the 
world

Affected 
trade flows 

to the 
world   

Share of 
affected 

trade value 
in evaluated 

trade

Evaluated 
bilateral 

trade 
flows

Affected 
bilateral 

trade 
flows   

Share of 
bilateral 

trade 

Total 5,296,818 3,346,955 63.2% 3,056,538 1,627,499 53.2%

Total 8,210,614 6,142,669 74.8% 2,903,933 - 0.0%
Source
Notes

Types of NTMs and related procedural obstacles

Measures applied by partner countries on Egyptian exports

Technical measures: product certification requirements and tolerance limits 
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Non-technical measures: rules of origin, consular invoice fees and inspections are most frequently 
reported
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Figure 11. Types of trade obstacles experienced by exporters

Source
Note

Regional issues
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Table 15. Who applies burdensome NTMs on Egyptian exports? 

R
eg

io
n Export 

destination

Export value Surveyed companies Reported NTM cases
(a)

Egyptian 
export 

value in 
2010

(b)

Share 
in total 
exports

(c)

Number of 
companies 
exporting 

to this 
destination

(d)

Number of 
exporters 

affected by 
burdensome 

NTMs 

(e)

Share of 
affected 

exporters

(f)

Number of 
NTM cases for 

regulations 
applied by this 

destination

(g)

Share of 
total 

reported 
NTM cases

G
A

FT
A

GAFTA 7,190,226 41.7% 519 305 58.8% 453 51.6%
Sudan 542,178 3.1% 58 47 81.0% 92 10.5%
Saudi Arabia 1,482,202 8.6% 67 45 67.2% 79 9.0%
Algeria 259,497 1.5% 34 22 64.7% 58 6.6%
Syrian Arab 
Republic 663,043 3.8% 34 21 61.8% 31 3.5%

Libya 1,166,362 6.8% 43 25 58.1% 30 3.4%
Qatar 223,961 1.3% 26 15 57.7% 8 0.9%
Lebanon 351,386 2.0% 29 16 55.2% 24 2.7%

A
ga

di
r Agadir 951,055 5.5% 101 52 51.5% 66 7.5%

Tunisia 160,281 0.9% 28 17 60.7% 24 2.7%
Jordan 409,169 2.4% 36 20 55.6% 23 2.6%
Morocco 381,605 2.2% 37 15 40.5% 19 2.2%

C
O

M
ES

A

COMESA 2,171,814 12.6% 173 116 67.1% 179 20.4%
Sudan 542,178 3.1% 58 47 81.0% 92 10.5%
Madagascar 357 0.0% 7 5 71.4% 6 0.7%
Kenya 219,670 1.3% 24 17 70.8% 27 3.1%
Ethiopia 42,028 0.2% 9 6 66.7% 18 2.1%
Libya 1,166,362 6.8% 43 25 58.1% 30 3.4%
Uganda 18,760 0.1% 9 4 44.4% 3 0.3%

EU
 

EU 5,069,574 29.4% 223 157 70.4% 245 27.9%
Greece 217,017 1.3% 12 10 83.3% 15 1.7%
United Kingdom 753,888 4.4% 21 17 81.0% 46 5.2%
Germany 464,905 2.7% 35 28 80.0% 39 4.4%
Spain 558,116 3.2% 22 16 72.7% 21 2.4%
Netherlands 290,541 1.7% 23 16 69.6% 22 2.5%
France 756,312 4.4% 26 16 61.5% 17 1.9%
Italy 1,245,817 7.2% 40 23 57.5% 42 4.8%

O
th

er
 

A
gr

ee
m

en
ts

Other 
agreements 2,554,094 14.7% 74 47 63.5% 43 4.9%
MERCOSUR 141,172 0.8% 8 6 75.0% 3 0.3%
Russian 
Federation 210,915 1.2% 20 14 70.0% 11 1.3%

United States 1,233,933 7.2% 26 17 65.4% 25 2.8%
Turkey 902,294 5.2% 19 9 47.4% 4 0.5%

R
es

t o
f t

he
 

w
or

ld
 (n

o 
tr

ad
e 

ag
re

em
en

ts
) Rest of the 

world 1,753,941 10.2% 113 60 53.1% 56 6.4%
Nigeria 138,301 0.8% 14 12 85.7% 13 1.5%
Canada 57,136 0.3% 9 5 55.6% 1 0.1%
Ukraine 74,952 0.4% 8 4 50.0% 1 0.1%
Senegal 27,710 0.2% 7 3 42.9% 1 0.1%
South Africa 44,378 0.3% 9 2 22.2% 2 0.2%

Source
Note

Measures applied by Egyptian authorities
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Procedural obstacles hindering exports

Most common importing problems: technical measures and high charges
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Figure 12. Types of trade obstacles experienced by importers

Source
Note
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Egyptian agencies associated with procedural obstacles

Egypt_NTM-Report_2016_Hi-res.pdf   57 5/2/2016   3:50:46 PM



Table 16. Procedural obstacles reported to take place in Egyptian agencies

Obstacles affecting exports Obstacles affecting imports

Agency

Number of
times the 
agency 

was 
mentioned

Share in 
total 

obstacles
Agency

Number of 
times the 
agency 

was 
mentioned

Share in 
total 

obstacles

Total 509 100.00% Total 337 100.0%
Source
Note
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Results for agri-food trade

The role of the agri-food sector

Figure 13. Fresh food versus processed food trade balance, 2010 (in US$ million)

Source
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Table 17. Production versus exports quantities for selected agri-food products, 2010

Se
ct

or
s

Subsectors  

Actual 
production 

quantity
Exports  
Quantity Export share

Fr
es

h 
fo

od
Pr

oc
es

se
d 

fo
od

Source

Agri-food exporters’ experiences with regulations in partner countries

Table 18. Burdensome NTMs affecting the agri-food sector

Sector 

Export Import
NTMs applied 

by partner 
countries

NTMs 
applied 

by Egypt
Private 

Standards Total
NTMs 

applied by 
Egypt

Total

284 44
167 19

Total agri-food sector 350 96 5 451 63 63
Source
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Figure 14. Egyptian agri-food exports: exports and NTM cases for selected markets

Source

Table 19. Agri-food exports: types of burdensome partner country NTMs

Subsector Exports to the world Number of reported NTM cases

Subsector description

Export
value in 

2010

Share in 
sector’s 
export 
value

Sub-
total 

Measures reported by producing companies and trading companies

Fr
es

h 
fo

od

81

57

30

22

16

8

Pr
oc

es
se

d 
fo

od

27

25

22

9
53

Total 5,112,360 100.0% 135 107 7 43 18 5 35 350
Source
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Table 20. Agri-food exports: countries applying burdensome measures

NTM Type Number 
of cases Partner country applying the measure

135

107

7 

43

18

5 

35

Source
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Strict technical requirements  

Figure 15. Burdensome technical requirements reported by agri-food exporters

Source
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Table 21. Export of agri-food products: types of procedural obstacles encountered in relation 
to partner country NTMs

Non-tariff measures Procedural obstacles

NTM chapter
Number 
of NTM 
cases

Type of procedural obstacles rendering 
compliance with the NTM difficult

Number of 
cases in 

Egypt

Number of 
cases in 
partner 
country

Technical requirements subtotal 29 21

Conformity assessment subtotal 26 89

Pre-shipment inspection and other entry formalities subtotal 6 12

Charges, taxes and other para-tariff measures subtotal 6 0

Quantity control measures subtotal 0 1

Finance measures subtotal 0 0

Rules of origin and related certificate of origin subtotal 5 29
Total 350 72 152

Source
Note
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Box 1. E. coli outbreaks in Europe

Source:
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Box 2. Potato Brown Rot

Source
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Burdensome conformity assessment measures

Figure 16. Difficulties with conformity assessments faced by agri-food

Source
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Agri-food exporters’ experiences with regulations in Egypt 

Table 22. Export of agri-food products: burdensome NTMs applied by Egypt

Subsector Exports to the 
world Number of reported NTM cases

Subsector description

Export 
value in 

2010

Share 
in 

sector’s 
export 
value Su

bt
ot

al

Producing and forwarding companies

31

29

 1 

2
2
3

 

1 

2
25

TOTAL 5,112,360 100.0% 62 8 1 24 1 96
Source
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Mandatory export inspection by Egyptian authorities

Mandatory certification by Egyptian authorities

Quantitative export restrictions by Egyptian authorities
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Table 23. Export of agri-food products: types procedural obstacles encountered in relation to 
NTMs applied by Egypt  

Non-tariff measures Procedural Obstacles

NTM subchapter
Number 
of NTM 
cases

Type of procedural obstacles rendering compliance 
with the NTM difficult

Number 
of cases 
in Egypt

Export inspection, certification and other technical specification subtotal 122

Export licences, quotas, prohibitions and other quantitative restrictions subtotal 1

Measures on re-export subtotal 0

Export subsidies subtotal 44

Other export related measures subtotal 1
Total 96 168

Source
Note

Box 3. Export restrictions: rice and white sugar
Rice

White sugar

Sources
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Procedural obstacles and inefficient trade-related business environment 

Delays in administrative procedures 

Infrastructural challenges
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Table 24. Export of agri-food products: procedural obstacles and business environment

Type of obstacle

Number of obstacles that occurred (incl. trade-related business environment)

In Egypt 
and agencies involved, if specified In partner or transit countries

To
ta

l* 
 

130

74

65

28

21

21

21

14

14

10

9 

9 

6 

5 

4 

4 

4

2 

1

1 

Total* 248 195 443
Source
Note
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Agri-food regulations affecting imports

Burdensome import testing requirements 

Box 4. Cairo Airport Cargo Village

Source
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Strict labelling requirements  

Table 25. Import of agri-food products: burdensome NTMs applied by Egypt

Subsector Imports from the 
world Number of reported NTM cases

Subsector description

Import 
value in 

2010

Share in 
sector’s 
import 
value

Sub-
total

10

3 

1 

8 
12
10

1 

3 
14

TOTAL 10,658,867 100.0% 14 21 19 6 2 62
Source
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Procedural obstacles hindering imports

Box 5. Food imports in Egypt: testing and labelling requirements
Testing

Labelling

Sources
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Table 26. Import of agri-food products: procedural obstacles related Egypt’s NTMs
Non-tariff measures Procedural obstacles

NTM chapter
No. of 
NTM 

cases
Procedural obstacles rendering compliance 

with NTMs difficult

Numbe
r of 

cases 
in 

Egypt

No. of 
cases in 
partner 
country

Total*

Technical requirements subtotal 6 0 6

Conformity assessment subtotal 37 0 37

Charges, taxes and other para-tariff measures subtotal 11 28 39

Quantity control measures subtotal 5 5 5

Rules of origin and related certificate of origin subtotal 0 4 4
Total* 62 59* 32 91* 

Source Note

Table 27. Import of agri-food products: agencies related to procedural obstacles

Type of obstacle
Number of cases that occurred…

In Egypt 
and agencies involved, if specified

In partner or transit 
countries

Tot
al

48

15

7 

3

3 

3 

2 

2
2
1
1
1

Total 61* 32 93*
Source Note
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Agri-food sector: summary 

Results for the manufacturing sector

The role of the manufacturing sector
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Figure 17.  Manufacturing trade balance, 2010 (in US$ million)

Source

Table 28.  Manufacturing trade growth rates, 2008-2010

Manufacturing sub-sectors Exports growth rate Imports growth rate 

Total 15% -1%
Source

Table 29. Manufacturing establishments, labour, production and exports, 2010

Subsector

Number of 
companies 

registered with 
the Industrial 
Development 

Authority (IDA) 

IDA-
registered 
industrial 

labour

Actual 
production 

value
Exports value Share of 

exports

Total 29,576 1,821,933 78,902 12,114 15%
Source
Note
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Engineering

Chemicals 

Textiles and clothing
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Metals and basic manufacturing 

Table 30. Burdensome NTMs reported by the manufacturing sector

Sector 

Exports Imports

Total
NTMs 

applied by 
Partner 

Countries

NTMs 
applied by 

Egypt
Subtotal 

NTMs 
applied by 

Egypt
Subtotal

144 102 246
138 92 230
125 21 146
104 32 136
48 7 55
48 36 84

Total manufacturing sector 528 79 607 290 290 897
Source

Furniture and wood products
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Manufacturing exporters’ experiences with regulations in partner countries

Figure 18. Egyptian manufacturing exports in 2010 by destination versus NTMs applied by partner 
countries

Source
Note
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Table 31. Manufacturing exports: types of burdensome partner country NTMs

Source
Note

Table 32. Manufacturing exports: countries applying burdensome measures

NTM Type Number 
of cases Partner country applying the measure

44

136

74

45

10

41

1

12

4 

3

158

Source

Subsector Exports to the world Number of reported NTM cases

Subsector 
description

Export 
value in 

2010

Share in 
sector’s 
export 
value

To
ta

l

129   125

104 94      37

39

Total 12,114,402 100.0% 44 136 74 45 10 41 1 12 4 3 158 528
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Table 33. Export of manufactured products: types of procedural obstacles encountered in 
relation to partner country NTMs

Non-tariff measures Procedural obstacles

NTM chapter
Number 
of NTM 
cases

Type of procedural obstacles rendering compliance with 
the NTM difficult

Number 
of cases 
in Egypt

Number of 
cases in 
partner 
country

Technical requirements subtotal 0 9

Conformity assessments subtotal 30 112

Pre-shipment inspection and other entry formalities subtotal 36 4

Charges, taxes and other para-tariff measures subtotal 5 7

Quantity control measures subtotal 0 5

Finance measures subtotal 0 16

Price control measures subtotal 0 0

Anti-competitive measures subtotal 0 9

Government procurement restrictions subtotal 0 0

Intellectual property subtotal 0 3

Rules of origin and related certificate of origin subtotal 29 11
Total 528 100 176
Source
Note
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Rules of origin and certificates of origin
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Box 6. Qualifying Industrial Zone Protocol

Source
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Box 7. Egypt’s negative list with the Sudan under the COMESA Agreement

Commodity Reduction rate

Sources

Egypt_NTM-Report_2016_Hi-res.pdf   87 5/2/2016   3:50:48 PM



Technical requirements

Box 8. Egyptian preferential certificates of origin

Source
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Furniture and wood products 

Figure 19. Strict technical requirements faced by manufacturing exporters

Source

Conformity assessments

Engineering, metals and basic 
manufacturing products
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Figure 20. Types of burdensome conformity assessments reported by exporters

Source

Chemical products Engineering, metal and basic 
manufacturing products
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Box 9. The European Community Regulation on chemicals and their safe use

Source

Box 10. The International Conformity Certification Program – Saudi Arabia

Source
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Anti-competitive measures

Box 11. Conformity assessment programme – Nigeria

Source
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Manufacturing exporters’ experiences with regulations in Egypt

Table 34. Export of manufactured products – burdensome NTMs applied by Egypt

Subsector description

Exports to the world Number of reported NTM cases

Export  value 
in 2010

Share in 
sector’s 
export 
value

Subtotal 

21
15
13
11

10

9
Total 12,114,402 100.0% 15 12 2 40 10 79

Source

Mandatory export inspection / certification required by Egyptian authorities
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Table 35. Export of manufactured products: procedural obstacles associated with NTMs applied 
by Egypt

Non-tariff measures Procedural obstacles

NTM subchapter
Number 
of NTM 
cases

Type of procedural obstacles rendering compliance with the NTM 
difficult

Number 
of cases 
in Egypt

Export inspection, certification and other technical specification subtotal 20

Export licences, quotas, prohibitions and other quantitative restrictions subtotal 20

Export taxes and charges subtotal 1

Export subsidies subtotal 118

Other export related measures subtotal 9
Total 79 168

Source
Note
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Export licensing

Export taxes and charges

Procedural obstacles and inefficient trade-related business environment 

Delay in administrative procedures
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High fees and charges

Other procedural obstacles

Box 12. Export taxes on industrial raw materials

HS Code Description Duty EGP per tonne

Source
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Table 36. Manufactured exports: procedural obstacles and business environment

Type of obstacle
Number of procedural obstacles and inefficiencies in the business environment

In Egypt 
and agencies involved, if specified In partner or transit countries To

tal

Total* 223* 241* 464*
Source
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Manufacturing regulations affecting imports

Burdensome import conformity assessments
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Table 37. Import of manufactured products: burdensome NTMs applied by Egyptian authorities

Subsector Imports from the 
world Number of reported NTM cases

Description

Import 
value in 

2010

Share in 
sector’s 
import 
value

Sub-
total 

Producing companies    29     28     19      11       7     21
Producing companies (all) 33,742,248 100.0% 18 43 35 5 6 6 2 115
Forwarding companies           74    63              13              10                                  15
Forwarding companies (all) 33,742,248 100.0% 19 80 3 45 7 3 6 5 1 6 175
TOTAL 33,742,248 100.0% 37 123 3 80 12 9 12 5 1 8 290

Source

Box 13. CIQ pre-shipment inspection certificate

Source
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Table 38. Manufacturing imports: procedural obstacles related to NTMs applied by Egypt
Non-tariff measures Procedural obstacles

NTM chapter
Number 
of NTM 
cases

Procedural obstacles rendering compliance 
with NTMs difficult

Number 
of cases 

in 
Egypt* 

Number 
of cases 

in 
partner 
country

Technical requirements subtotal 37 0

Conformity assessment subtotal 108 94

Pre-shipment inspection and other entry formalities subtotal 0 3

Charges, taxes and other para-tariff measures subtotal 34 65

Quantity control measures subtotal 8 0

Finance measures subtotal 4 0

Price control measures subtotal 0 0

Distribution restrictions subtotal 0 0

Intellectual property subtotal 1 0

Rules of origin and related certificate of origin subtotal 12 2
Total* 290 204* 164

Source
Note

Strict technical requirements
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Procedural obstacles rendering NTMs burdesome

Manufacturing sector – summary
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Table 39. Import of manufactured products: agencies related to procedural obstacles

Type of obstacle

Number procedural obstacles
In Egypt 

and agencies involved, if 
specified

In partner countries Total* 

186

82

29

24

18

15

12

11

10

9 

6
5

4 

4 

2 

1

1 

Total* 255* 164 419*
Source
Note
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Chapter 4 Conclusions 

Public-private dialogue at the stakeholder meeting

Effectively implement existing agreements, improve mutual recognition and reduce procedural 
inefficiencies
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Agri-food sector: increase transparency of regulations, improve the conformity assessment 
infrastructure and harmonize labelling requirements in Arab States

Manufacturing sector: clarify rules of origin under overlapping agreements, simplify origin 
certification procedures and increase recognition of certificates

Outlook
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Appendix I Global methodology of non-tariff measure surveys

Non-tariff measure surveys

Scope and coverage 
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Two-step approach
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Local survey company

Open-ended discussions

Confidentiality

Sampling technique

Sampling Techniques
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Average sample size

Survey data analysis

2

2 1
d

p)*p(tno

on :

t:

p:

d:

Source: Sampling Techniques
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Dimensions of an NTM case
           
                                Country applying
                                     the measure 

Dimensions

Home country (where 
survey is conducted)

Partner countries (where goods 
are exported to or imported 
from) and transit countries

Enhancing local capacities 
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Caveats

Survey findings

Egypt_NTM-Report_2016_Hi-res.pdf   111 5/2/2016   3:50:49 PM



Appendix II  Non-tariff measures classification

The structure of the NTM classification for ITC surveys

Source
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Chapter A

Chapter B

Chapter C

Chapter D 

Chapter E

Chapter F

Chapter G

Chapter H

Chapter I

Chapter J

Chapter K

Chapter L

Chapter M

Chapter N

Chapter O

Chapter P
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Appendix III  Procedural obstacles 

List of procedural obstacles (2011) related to compliance with non-tariff measures and to the
inefficient trade-related business environment 

Egypt_NTM-Report_2016_Hi-res.pdf   114 5/2/2016   3:50:49 PM



Appendix IV Stakeholder meeting

Programme:

9:00  Arrival and registration

10:00  Welcome remarks

10:45  Coffee break

11:00 Session i: Highlights of the ENACT project activities in Egypt, Results and lessons 
learned

12:15  Coffee Break

12:30  Session II: Non-tariff measures in Egypt, NTM Survey results

13:30  Open discussion with representatives of the private sector

14:00  Concluding remarks and final recommendations
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