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Register  here

@ W T O  P U B L I C  F O R U M  2021

Fr iday,  1  October  from 11 :30 -12 :30  in  Room W /  Publ ic  Forum Virtual  P latform 

Registrat ion is  possib le  v ia  WTO we bsite  unt i l  6  September  for  an  in-person*  and unt i l  

27  September  for  a  v i rt ual  part i c i pat ion

Engl ish |  Spanish |  French

The pandemic h as accelerated t h e d ig it a l  t r an s f or m a tio n  of  a  great  numb e r  of  b u siness e s,  i n c lud i ng  MS MEs.  Gre ater

dig ita l  intercon nectedness br ings  i n c re a s ed  benefits  –  howe v er ,  thos e  wit h out  t he re qu i s it e  h a rdware or  k now -how wi l l

fa l l  even f urt h er  behind.  Wor l dwide,  women are s t i l l  8% les s  l ike l y  t h a n  men to  own a  mo bi le  phon e ,  a nd th er e a re  s t i l l

300  mi l l ion  fewer  women t ha n men  wh o  h ave  in ternet  acc e ss.  Women ,  their  commu n i t ie s ,  a n d  nat i ona l  econom i e s  wi l l

not  be able  t o  real ize  their  fu l l  pot enti a l  i n  d ig ita l  ec o n omie s i f  i nequal it ies in  the  affordabi l i t y ,  access,  us e,  and

ownership  of  d ig ita l  tools  are  not  add re s sed.  

This  sessio n provides insights int o  th e  exper ien c e of  women e n trep rene u rs o n  the  gr ound dur i n g the pandem i c ,  with  an

emph asis  o n d ig ita l izat ion as wel l  as  what  gove rnm e n ts c a n  do to  s u pport  the m.  Spe ak e rs  fro m the ITC,  Colombi a ,

Niger ia  and Urugu ay wi l l  share how g end er  a n d  d i g it a l isat ion is  fact ore d i nto p lannin g for  t h e  post  COV ID-19  recovery.

Closing  remarks wi l l  be  del ivered by  Ambassador  S tep h en de Bo e r ,  P er ma nent Re pr e sent at ive of  Canada to  the WTO .

* u n t i l  2 7  S e p te m b e r  f o r  WTO  delega tes  w ho  wa nt  to  pa r t ic ipate v i rtu al ly  o r  in- p e r son

O r g a n i z e d  b y :

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e  C e n t r e  

P e r m a n e n t  M i s s i o n  o f  C a n a d a  t o  t h e  W T O

P e r m a n e n t  M i s s i o n  o f  C o l o m b i a  t o  t h e  W T O

P e r m a n e n t  M i s s i o n  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  R e p u b l i c  o f  N i g e r i a  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  O f f i c e  a n d  o t h e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s

P e r m a n e n t  M i s s i o n  o f  S w i t z e r l a n d  t o  t h e  W T O  a n d  E F T A  ( U N / E C E ,  U N C T A D ,  I T C )

P e r m a n e n t  M i s s i o n  o f  U r u g u a y  t o  t h e  W T O

@
P

h
o

to
s

:  ©
 W

T
O

/Ja
y Lo

u
v

io
n

https://www.wto.org/english/forums_e/public_forum21_e/public_forum21_e.htm


T H E  S P E A K E R S

José  Luis  Cancela

Ambassador  /  Coordinator  of  the Informal  Working Group on MSMEs,  Permanent Missi on of

Uruguay to  the WTO

Ambassador  José  Lu is  Cancela  is  serving as Permanent Representat ive of  Uruguay to  the World  Trade

Organisat ion in  Geneva.  In  2018  he  was appointed as General  Coordinator  of  the Informal  Working Group on

MSMES,  Chairman of  the Working Party  on the Accession of  Alger ia  to  the WTO and dur ing 2020  as  Chair  of  the

Counci l  for  Trade in  Goods.  A  career  d ip lomat,  f luent  in  four  languages and with  a  background in  Law,  Ambassador

Cancela  jo ined the Foreign Service in  1988 ,  and has served in  Bulgar ia ,  the Kingdom of  Belg ium,  the European

Union,  and the Kingdom of  Spain .  His  last  foreign assignment was as Permanent Representat ive of  Uruguay to  the

United Nations in  New York,  f rom 2008  to  2013 .  Whi le  at  headquarters  in  the Foreign Ministry ,  Ambassador

Cancela  served in  the Direct ion General  for  Pol it ical  Affairs ,  as  Director  of  Internat ional  Economic Organisms,  as

Secretary  General  of  the Ministry  and lately  as  Vice Minister  of  Foreign Affairs .

Vanessa Erogbogbo

Head of  SheTrades and Chief  Sustainable  and Inclusive Value Chai ns,  Internat ional  Trade

Centre

With over  20  years  of  exper ience in  trade and pr ivate sector  development both in  internat ional  development and

with the pr ivate sector ,  Vanessa Erogbogbo oversees ITC’s  work on sustainable  value chains,  and trade and

gender .  The section she leads comprises three programmes;  the SheTrades in it iat ive,  which is  connecting 3

mil l ion  women to market  by  2021 ,  GreenToCompete which leads ITC’s  strategy on trade and environmental

sustainabi l i ty ,  and Trade for  Sustainable  Development which provides solut ions for  improving sustainabi l i ty

across value chains.  Vanessa Erogbogbo is  a  member  of  ITC’s  management act ion group and holds a  number  of

advisory  and steer ing posit ions,  including Geneva Trade Platform,  Forum on Trade,  Environment and the SDGs,

EQUALS Global  Partnership ,  Ford Foundation Plus Fund In it iat ive.  She holds an MBA from the London Business

School ,  and MSc Information Technology and B.Eng Hons in  Civ i l  Engineer ing from Loughborough University ,  UK.

Opeoluwa Ashimi

Founder  and CEO Promane and Promade (M’  Care Health) ,  Pr ivate Sector  Niger i a

Opeoluwa Ashimi  is  the Founder  and CEO of  Promane and Promade Ltd,  a  100% women led and owned business.

Promane and Promade focuses on using d ig ita l  technology and AI  to  provide inclusive and affordable  community

health  and medicines.  Over  1mil l ion  cases have been treated with  their  M'Care App and 300  rura l  women

supported to  access dig ita l  jobs and create d ig ita l  businesses through their  Dig iWoman In it iat ive (both solut ions

featured on Forbes) .  Opeoluwa holds a  dual  degree in  Pharmacy and Dig ita l  Health  from the UK as wel l  as  an MBA.

She is  a  Mandela  Washington Fel low and has won several  awards for  her  work  including recognit ions by  the UNDP,

the UN Equals  Fel lowship,  EU-Afr ica  Commission,  Global  Innovation Exchange,  YGap Austral ia  and Standard

Chartered Foundation.

Gheidy Gal lo  Santos 

Head of  the Presidentia l  Counci l  for  Women's  Equity ,  Colombi an Government

Gheidy Gal lo  Santos is  a  lawyer  from the National  University  of  Colombia,  with  a  specia l izat ion in  Economics from

Andes University  (Colombia)  and studies in  Leadership  and Global  Competit iveness from Georgetown University

(United States) .  She has more than 15  years  of  professional  exper ience.  In  addit ion to  working for  the pr ivate

sector  and the Congress of  the Republ ic  of  Colombia,  she was part  of  the Advisory  Centre on WTO Law in  Geneva

(Switzer land)  and worked for  government ent it ies such as the National  P lanning Department and the Ministr ies of

Agr iculture and Trade.  Her  academic tra in ing and exper ience in  the design,  implementat ion and evaluat ion of

publ ic  pol ic ies have been fundamental  to  lead the strategy of  empowerment of  Colombian women as head of  the

Presidentia l  Counci l  for  Women's  Equity .

Didier  Chambovey

Ambassador ,  Permanent Mission of  Switzer land to  the WTO and EFTA (UN/ECE,  UNCTAD,  ITC)

Ambassador  Did ier  Chambovey,  Dr .  oec. ,  is  head of  the Swiss Permanent Mission to  the WTO and EFTA in  Geneva

since 1st  September  2016 .  He is  part  of  the Internat ional  Gender  Champions network,  which br ings together

decis ion-makers who are  determined to  make gender  equal ity  a  working real ity .  Previously ,  he was Federal  Counci l

Ambassador  and Delegate for  Trade Agreements,  and head of  the World  Trade Div is ion in  the Foreign Economic

Affairs  Directorate.  From 2006  to  2011 ,  he  was Deputy Secretary-General  of  the European Free Trade Associat ion

(EFTA) .  From 1998  to  2006  he  served as deputy head of  the Swiss Permanent Mission to  the WTO and EFTA.

Before h is  appointment as section head in  the WTO Div is ion in  1993 ,  he  worked in  the f ie ld  of  economic

cooperat ion with  the countr ies of  Central  and Eastern Europe.  Did ier  Chambovey jo ined the Federal  Off ice for

Foreign Economic Affairs  in  1987  as  scient if ic  adviser  in  the GATT Div is ion.

T H E  M O D E R A T O R



Wha t  is  t h e value in  mainst re aming wome n ’s  ec o nomic  empo wer ment  and sup port  f or  wome n ow ned and/or  led

MSMEs at  th e WTO? 

How ha ve women  entre preneurs p ivot e d  t h e ir  b u s iness e s under  c h a l leng i n g c i r cumsta n ces  to  a d a pt  in  t imes of

Covid-19

Digit a l izat ion in  real  terms:  what  d o  women entr e pr eneur s  s tand to  g a i n  f ro m  a c celerat i ng th ei r  d ig i ta l izat ion

efforts?

How are government s respond ing to  t h e  re qu irement of  p rovi d ing  a  gendered r ecovery  r espo n s e?

How are government s leveragi n g t rade p o l icy  to  add re s s wom e n ’s  eco n o mic e mpowerm ent an d COVI D-19  re c o v er y?  

The COVID-19  pandemic represe n ts s igni f icant  chal le n ges to  MSM E s g l obal l y ,  p a rt icular ly  wo men- owned and/ or  led

businesses.  We continue to  witnes s h o w the aft e r-effec ts of  the pandem i c wi l l  l i ke l y  re-s ha pe g l o bal  sup ply  chai ns and

accelerate the d ig ita l izat ion of  co mpani e s.  E v id ence s h ows the abi l i ty  t o  p iv ot  a n d  tap  int o t h e d i g ita l  ec onom y meant

some busin esses fared b etter  than others and were ab l e  t o  lay  ste a dy f o und a tions  f or  the post -Co v i d  r e c o v er y.  

The cr is is  h as h igh l ighte d th e imp o rtance of  wome n  entr e pr eneurs  b e ing equip ped wit h  t he d i g it a l  sk i l ls  a nd k now l e dge

needed to  leverage d ig ita l  technologies to  increase pr od u cti v i ty  and us a ge of  e-co mmerce p latf or ms and  s oc i a l  medi a

to reach  new cu stomers.  Further ,  the i n cre a s ed  use of  d ig ita l i zat ion an d e-com mer ce dur ing the pand emic m a y have

posit ive ef fect s on women busines s es’  i n ternat i o n a l izat i on and  a bi l i ty  t o  part i c ipat e in  g lobal  mark e ts.  

In  a l igni ng wit h  the theme of  "T rade B e yond COVID-19 :  B u i ld ing Resi l ience" ,  th is  se s sion exp lores t he  opp or tu nit ies

dig ita l izat ion offers  to  women  en trepreneurs to  st re n gthe n  the ir  oper a t ions  and bui l d  r esi l i ence in  t he po st-C ovi d-19

recovery,  lookin g specif ical ly  at  the e x per ience  of  women- led b us inesse s  leveragi n g I T  techno l ogies.  In  d i s cussion wit h

pol icyma kers,  women entrepreneurs and  the pr i v a te s ect o r ,  th is  panel  wi l l  provide e x amples of  so me o f  the

opport u nit ies and successes,  showcas e  t h e gov e rnm e ntal  res po nse t o  d ig i ta l izat ion and r ecovery  effo rts  and  offer  a

pr ivate sector  perspective on c losing the d i g it a l  d iv ide to  enable  mo re wom e n  t o b ui ld  res i l ien c e p os t- COV ID by

leveraging the d ig ita l  economy.  

The panel  wi l l  address the fol lowing  quest ions:

The th eme of  th e proposed sess ion re i n forc es t his  year ' s  Publ i c  For u m sub-t h eme " E n h a n cing  R es i l i e nce Beyond Covid-

19" ,  as  it  focusses on the importance  of  su pport i n g wom en entr epreneurs and  women own ed  o r  led MS MEs,  wh o  have

been part icular ly  hard h it  by  the p a n d emi c .  T his  s e ssion wi l l  addr e ss how to b etter  mainstr e a m this  issu e  i nto  COVID-19

recovery  efforts  as wel l  as  how to c lose t h e ski l ls  gaps exacer bate d by  the pand emic ,  wh i le  taking  stock of  w ha t  is  st i l l

left  to  do col lect ively  to  en sure  a  more ge n de r  i n c lusive an d s u stainab l e  trade environm e n t as we  r ebu i ld  a nd recover .  

W E  L O O K  F O R W A R D  D I S C U S S I N G  W I T H  Y O U !
P L E A S E  N O T E  T H A T  A  R E G I S T R A T I O N  I S  M A N D A T O R Y .

T H E  C O N T E N T

T H E  D I S C U S S A N T

Stephen de Boer

Ambassador ,  Permanent Mission of  Canada to  the World  Trade Organizat i on

Stephen de Boer  was appointed as Canada’s  Ambassador  and Permanent Representat ive to  the World  Trade

Organizat ion on August  21 ,  2017 .  He jo ined Global  Affairs  Canada in  2005  and has held  var ious posit ions in  the

department,  including in  the Investment Trade Pol icy  and North America Trade Pol icy  Div is ions.  In  2006 ,  he  was

named the Director  of  the Softwood Lumber  Div is ion.  From 2008  to  2010 ,  he  served as the Director  of  the Oceans

and Environmental  Law Div is ion and as Lead Counsel  for  Canada’s  internat ional  c l imate change negotiat ions.  In

2010 ,  he  jo ined Environment Canada as the Deputy Chief  Negotiator  for  c l imate change and the Director  General

responsible  for  Canada’s  internat ional  c l imate change negotiat ions and partnerships.  Mr .  de Boer  returned to  the

department in  2013  as  the Director  General  of  the Trade Controls  Bureau.  In  2015 ,  he  was appointed Ambassador

to Poland and in  2016 ,  Ambassador  to  Belarus.  Pr ior  to  jo in ing the publ ic  service,  he worked for  the Government

of  Ontar io .


